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1. If VRA is unlikely to be successful in the near term 
(within 3 months), repeat sedated ABR and corticals 
are typically recommended. Repeat ABR may also be 
recommended if there was uncertainty at the time of 
the initial ABR in regards to the ANSD inference (i.e., 
possible/probable outcome), or upon request. While 
the recommendations in this care path generally 
apply, variation is expected based on each family’s 
unique circumstances. Communication between 
the audiologist, early interventionist and the family 
should guide these decisions.

Ongoing audiological monitoring 
and amplification support (if 

clinically appropriate) through local 
Public Health Audiology (refer to 
BCEHP Amplification protocol)

If results continue to be inconclusive 
reconnect with the early intervention 

provider to discuss next steps. Functional 
listening evaluations may provide more 
information than repeat hearing testing

Repeat corticals/sedated 
ABR at BCCH

VRA not reliable (retest every 
3-4 weeks for 3 months)1VRA reliable

Optional

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: If combined ABR/
corticals and behavioural audiometry are unlikely 
to yield reliable results it is recommended that 
the audiologist and early interventionist work 
with the family to determine priorities. This may 
mean that the priority is a focus on developing 
communication strategies and readiness to perform 
behavioural audiometry, rather than repeat hearing 
testing. The audiologist and early intervention 
provider will work together to coordinate functional 
listening evaluations and to check developmental 
readiness for behavioural testing.

Behavioural Audiological Assessment (6-9 months 
corrected age) through local Public Health Audiology

Corticals (recommended) and expedited 
Otolaryngology consultation at BC Children’s 

Hospital (4 months corrected age)

Medical workup, 
history, physical; may 
include referral for MRI, 
opthalmology, and genetics

Refer in BEST for BCEHP 
Service Coordination

Inital ABR completed by 
3 months corrected age

ANSD confirmed

Further testing needed ABR complete; 
ANSD confirmed

Results sent to BCEHP Program Support Audiologist(s) for review

Probable or Definite ANSD

Specialized Monitoring: Infant Auditory Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder

Initial ABR by 4-8 weeks corrected age Results

Assessments

Referrals


