BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

GUIDELINES FOR ENTERTAINERS/ SPECIAL VISITORS:

1. Entertainers/ visitors are primarily performing for children under 12 years of age. Please ensure your performance is child-friendly, using language and humour that is appropriate for this age group.  

2. Space is quite limited, therefore larger groups of performers may be denied from coming. Maps of the space available for performances are available on request. Arrangements can also be made prior to a performance to view the available space

3. Entertainers/ visitors must not come to the hospital if they are experiencing any illness or symptoms related to flu or colds. 

4. Groups of children are discouraged from entertaining at the hospital. This is due to reasons of infection control (particularly flu, chicken pox), confidentiality, and because we cannot control what the children might observe while here and are unable to debrief with groups following performances. 

5. Entertainers may not invite individuals who are not involved in the performance to the hospital. For example, family members, children, sponsors, etc. should not be in attendance unless discussed with and approved by the child life department. 

6. Material presented must be appropriate for children and may not promote a particular religious, political or social viewpoint.  

7. If possible, the entertainer should try to schedule their visit such that it corresponds with our regularly scheduled play room programs.

8. Media coverage (filming, photographs, etc.) of a performance is discouraged. If media is involved, a Media Permission Form must be obtained from parents or legal guardians. The Public Affairs & Communications Department must be contacted if media is involved in an event. Entertainers must give at least 24 hours notice if inviting media.

9. Any “props” used in performances must be cleared with the child life department. The use of latex balloons, magic involving fire or smoke, bringing animals to the site, or bringing in food items is prohibited. 

10. The child life department must clear any give-aways brought by entertainers. Edible items, small toys unsuitable for children under age 3, and/or used toys are not recommended for safety and infection control reasons. 
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