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How  did  you  ge t  in teres ted in  g lobal  hea l th /hea l th  research?  

I wanted to dive into apps and projects that related with global health and the well-being of children 
and families, which is a unique area for a Computing Science student like me. 

What ’s  been your  favour i te /most  in teres t ing pro jec t  so fa r? 

I found creating and building the Smart Triages’ patient tracking system to be the most interesting 
project I’ve contributed in so far. I researched and contrasted different vendors and technologies in 
person-tracking, learned more about geofencing and how readers and beacons interact with each 
other, and programmed the system’s behaviour using my knowledge in PHP, cURL, and HTTP 
requests. In addition, I learned how to align the necessary requirements for hospitals in Kenya and 
Uganda with the technical specifications of different technologies. 

How  does  th is  posi t ion  re la te  to  your  long- term academic /career  goals? 

Because the Centre for International Child Health involves many interdisciplinary mindsets, this 
position has strengthened my technical, social, and leadership skills and abilities. I learned that I 
liked project management, agile development, and learning about new technologies – both 
hardware and software. I was also pushed to speak up during our team meetings and be assertive 
when I describe or explain about my current work. 

What  has  been  the  bes t  surpr ise  about  the  g lobal  hea l th  communi ty a t  
C&W? 

The global health community at C&W has been friendly, approachable, and knowledgeable. I liked 
reading the different research posters and presentations they have, all focused towards improving 
the health of children and families. 

Do you recommend th is  posi t ion  to  fu ture  s tudents? 

Yes, I recommend the student computer programmer co-op to other Computing Science students. 
They get to be exposed to the day-to-day health-related and creative work at a research facility and 
strengthen their leadership, communication, and project management skills. More importantly, they 
get to apply and strengthen their technical background by learning about new health-related 
technologies, code scripts for different apps, and write comprehensive documentation. 

What  do you  l ike  to  do for  fun or  re laxa t ion? 

For fun, I catch-up with my university and high school friends and we sometimes hike or travel 
across popular landmarks in BC’s Lower Mainland. We also like eating out at restaurants or hang-
out at coffee and bubble tea shops. I also play guitar and am learning to play piano and the drums. 

 

                      Learn  more  about  th is  person’s  pro jec t / research .  

  

 

    

Josh i s  a senior student at Simon Fraser 
University, studying Software Systems with a minor 
in Interactive Arts and Technology. He studies how 
to write programs and apps, how different software 
systems are engineered, and what the proper 
practices in software development and engineering 
are. He is also learning how to provide the proper 
user experience and user design in any app, 
program, or platform. 

 

https://www.bcchr.ca/globalhealth/our-research/smart-triage
https://www.sfu.ca/about.html
https://www.sfu.ca/about.html
https://www.sfu.ca/computing/prospective-students/undergraduate-students/programs/degree-programs/softwaresystems.html
https://www.sfu.ca/siat.html
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